The Prospector’s Quill

SAFETY
NUGGETS
 Safety is a PRIORITY in the GPOC.
 As Spring turns to
Summer—the snow
melt from the
Rocky Mountains
causes runoff and
increased river
flows.
 Even with the best
waders and gear—
you are NO
MATCH for the
force of the river or
stream.
 Use caution and
sound judgement
when panning, sluicing, dredging, or
digging in or near
the water.
 In two days in
June—A prospector
at Woody's 1 killed
3 rattlesnakes.
Watch your step!!
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GPOC Permits Needed for Gas-Power on Claims
by
C. J. Johnson
GPOC Board Members are getting questions on GPOC motorized permits about every other
meeting. So we wanted to provide the information here.
GPOC permits are for GPOC
claims, they are NOT valid for
the BLM Point Bar area or any
other areas!!! Information on the
BLM permits can be found on the
BLM web site or on the GPOC
Forum. Remember, you must be
registered and a member in good
standing to access the forum.
In 2014, GPOC changed our
motorized permits due to continuing issues with high bankers
digging huge holes and not filling
or reclaiming them.
GPOC permits are good for one
year's motorized season, 1 April
through 30 September. Permits
are by type of equipment, either

High Banker or Dredge. A high
banker used as a combo unit with
a suction nozzle is a dredge and
so if you have a combo and want
to use it as both a high banker
and a suction dredge, you need
both permits.

are currently good for GPOC's
Prospector 1 and 2, Woody's 1
and 2 claims. If we get the government approvals for dredging
again at Private Reserves that
claim will also covered by the
Dredge permit.

GPOC motorized permits are for
the equipment operator, they
don't cover your equipment unless YOU are operating it. For
example, I have both permits and
if I take a crew of GPOC members out to Woody's with my
high banker and one of my dredges I have to choose which equipment I will operate. If one of the
other members has a permit,
they can operate the equipment
they have a permit for while I
operate the other.

Permits are available from the
GPOC Membership Chairperson,
Elise Pearce, at "Sidewinders" in
Florence, CO and "The Rock
Doc" in Nathrop, CO.

High Banker permits are $100.
They are good for GPOC's Prospector 1 and 2 and Woody's 1
and 2 claims.
Dredge permits are $50. They

GPOC offers a Motorized / Reclamation class that when taken,
will reduce the cost of a highbanking permit from $100 to $50
and the dredge permit from $50
to $25. The class is free of
charge, and will be offered multiple times at dates to be announced. The next one is currently scheduled for August of
2016.
The class covers the GPOC
Code of Ethics, Members
>>> Page 3

Have you read the 1872 Mining Law?
by
C. J. Johnson and Andrew C. Hawkins
Probably the most important law for prospectors
and miners alike was passed by Congress and signed
into law by President Ulysses S. Grant on May 10
1872. Also known as the General Mining Act of
1872, authorized and governs prospecting and mining for economic minerals, such as gold, platinum,
and silver, on federal public lands. It is this law that
today enables our Club to file claims on public lands
for our exclusive use in prospecting!
Many miners have not read the law that give us the

right to mine public lands. Prospectors, like us, who
are at least 18 years of age and a Citizen of the USA
can locate a lode (hard rock) or placer (gravel) mining claim on federal lands open to mineral entry.
These claims may be located once a discovery of a
locatable mineral is made. Locatable minerals include
but are not limited to platinum, gold, silver, copper,
lead, zinc, uranium and tungsten.
This is the text of the General Mining Act of 1872,
passed on May 10th, 1872, courtesy of http://
www.usminer.com/the-general-mining-act-of-1872/
>>> Page 5
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Schedule of Events

JULY 2016

***Official GPOC Events/Outings
are preceded with “GPOC” ***
 4th—Happy 240th Birthday,
America!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

 7th— GPOC Board Meeting, Gold
Hill Police Station, 955 Moreno Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO, 7 pm
(access from W. Moreno Ave.)
 13th — GPOC Gen Membership
meeting, Starting at 7 pm, Elks
Lodge, 3400 N. Nevada Ave, Colorado Springs, CO (Public Welcome).
 13th—Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo
Setup
 14th-16th—Pikes Peak or Bust
Rodeo!
 15th-17th—GPOC WMMI
Demo/Event

3

4

1

2

8

9

6

7

12

13

14

15

16

GPOC
Gen.
Member
Meeting

Pikes
Peak or
Bust Rodeo

Pikes
Peak—
WMMI
Demo

Pikes
Peak—
WMMI
Demo

AMERICA

11

Sat

5

GOD

10

Fri

GPOC
Board
Meeting

17
WMMI
Demo

18

19

20

21

22

23

24/31

25

26

27

28

29

30

GPOC
Planning
Comm Mtg

 27th—GPOC Planning Committee
Meeting. 7 pm at Denny’s on Academy Blvd. in CO Springs.
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The Gold Prospectors of
Colorado (GPOC) was
founded around 1974 as a
non-profit organization for
recreational gold prospectors in the Colorado area.
Our membership at any
given time has grown to over
600 members and continues
to grow across the Front
Range, the nation, and even
the world!
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GPOC Permits, cont’d
>>> Page 1
responsibilities on our claims, even if
you aren't responsible for a hole, equipment
limitations, how to properly back-fill and
reclaim holes, discussions about the allowable forms of mining on each of our claims
and the claim(s) Plan Of Operations approved by the government. There is a test,
but you can re-take it if needed.
To get the discount on permits, you have to
take the class before paying for the permit.
You can only get the discount from Elise as
she keeps records of class attendance and
test results.
Please keep your permit(s) away from the
water!!! Many put them in Ziploc bags or
keep them in their vehicles.
Get the GOLD!!!

Upcoming Activities in the Area
Compiled by Steven Wade Veatch
Aug. 5-7, Creede Rock & Mineral Show, at the Creede Underground Mining Museum
and Community Center, Creede, Mineral County, CO. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily; see http://
creederocks.com/ .
Aug. 11-14, Contin-Tail rock & mineral show, Buena Vista, CO;
see www.facebook.come/ContinTail

Sat., Aug. 13, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Dinosaur Discovery Day at Dinosaur Ridge, 16831 W.
Alameda Parkway, Morrison, CO. Featuring “Reptile and Bird Day”. “Come on over to
Dinosaur Ridge to see live birds and reptiles! We’ll be celebrating the relationships between
these groups of animals with special guests like the Denver Zoo, Wild Wings Environmental
Education, and many more! We’ll also have hands-on dinosaur stations at the Visitor Center
and scientists along our trail to teach about the fossil footprints, bones, and the local geology to visitors. Dinosaur Discovery Days are free outdoor events open to the general public.
Guides are stationed along the Dinosaur Ridge Trail
at the most significant interpretive sites. Visitors

hike at their own pace or take the Shuttle Bus
(one way) at $4 per person (three and under
ride free). At the Visitor Center, Hands-on
Dinos for kids includes the Backyard Bones
Dinosaur Dig, the Cretaceous Crossroads
Dinosaur Tracking Area, Track Painting (paint a
fossil and take it home), gold panning, fossil
sifting, and other activities depending on the
theme for the day. The indoor exhibit, Trek
Through Time, has free admission all day.
See http://dinoridge.org/DDD.html .
Aug. 18-21, Woodland Park Rock, Gem, & Jewelry Show,
Woodland Park, CO; see https://www.facebook.com/
woodlandparkrockandgemshow/
Aug. 19-21, Lake George Gem & Mineral Show, sponsored by
the Lake George Gem and Mineral Club, Lake George,
CO. See http://www.lggmclub.org/
Fri., Aug. 26, 3:00 p.m., Earth Sciences Colloquium at the Denver
Museum of Nature & Science, Hot and high times in the western
U.S., 80 Ma to Present, by Katie Snell, CU Boulder. In VIP Room.
All are welcome, museum admission is not required.
Sep. 16-18, 49th annual Denver Gem and Mineral
Show, Denver Mart, Denver, CO. Minerals of Africa is the 2016
show theme. See https://www.facebook.com/Denver-Gem-AndMineral-Show-154290574610235/?fref=ts
Fri., Sep. 23, 3:00 p.m., Earth Sciences Colloquium at the Denver

Museum of Nature & Science, JurassicCretaceous paleogeographic evolution of the
Western Interior Seaway , by Ron Blakey, Colorado Plateau Geosystems. In Ricketson Auditorium. All are welcome, museum admission is not required.
Mon., Sep. 29, 3:00 p.m., Earth Sciences Colloquium at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science, Deciphering the Rocky Mountains, by Beth McMillan, University of ArkansasLittle Rock . In VIP Room. All are welcome, museum
admission is not required.
Special museum exhibits:
The "Critical Materials” exhibit continues at the Colorado School
of Mines Geology Museum. It highlights critical materials and rareearth elements - including the minerals these elements can be derived
from - essential to the development of advanced technology and energy. The exhibit is a joint project of the Critical Materials Institute at
the School of Mines and the Colorado School of Mines Geology Museum. The exhibit focuses on the elements Li, Y, Te, Nd, Eu, Tb, Dy,
their minerals, and their uses in technology. You’ll find the exhibit
downstairs in the museum.
Unearthed: Ancient Life in the Boulder Valley, on exhibit at the
University of Colorado Museum of Natural History (Henderson Building; in the Anthropology Hall), CU campus, Boulder. Featuring a collection of 80+ stone tools known as The Mahaffy Cache that was
found in a Boulder backyard in 2007. The artifacts were studied by CU
Boulder Professor of Archaeology Doug Bamforth, Ph.D. He dates the
tools to 13,000 years ago at the end of the last ice age. The exhibit
includes interactive elements and video, as well as replicas of the tools
that visitors can pick up and hold.” The museum is open daily, no
admission charge. See https://cumuseum.colorado.edu/ .
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GPOC Members Mentor 2016 NOMAD Racers on Our Rich
History...and have a little FUN! (...Wait are those GPOC members prospecting the street? Cool!)

The Quill wants your feedback! Send us your story ideas, photos, artwork, summary of your prospecting
trips, stories, and stuff you want to see published in the Quill. Got a great campsite that you want to share
with your fellow GPOC prospectors? Know a nugget of Club history? Found your first nugget? Email us!

gpocquilleditor@gmail.com
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The 1872 Mining Law, continued
>>> Page 1

another.

An Act to promote the Development of the mining Resources of The
United States.

SEC. 4. That where a tunnel is run for the development of a vein or
lode, or for the discovery of mines, the owners of such tunnel shall
have the right of possession of all veins or lodes within three thousand
feet from the face of such tunnel on the line thereof not previously
known to exist; discovered in such tunnel, to the same extent as if discovered from the surface; and locations on the line of such tunnel of
veins or lodes not appearing on the surface, made by other parties after
the commencement of the tunnel, and while the same is being prosecuted with reasonable diligence, shall be invalid; but failure to prosecute
the work on the tunnel for six months shall be considered as an abandonment of the right to all undiscovered veins
on the line of said tunnel.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That all valuable mineral
deposits in lands belonging to the United States, both surveyed and
unsurveyed, are hereby declared to be free and open to exploration
and purchase, and the lands in which they are found to occupation and
purchase, by citizens of the United States and those who have declared
their intention to become such, under regulations prescribed by law,
and according to the local customs or rules of
miners, in the several mining-districts, so far as
the same are applicable and not inconsistent
with the laws of the United States.
SEC. 2. That mining-claims upon veins or
lodes of quartz or other rock in place bearing
gold, silver, cinnabar, lead, tin, copper, or
other valuable deposits heretofore located,
shall be governed as to length along the vein
or lode by the customs, regulations, and laws
in force at the date of their location. A miningclaim located after the passage of this act,
whether located by one or more persons, may
equal, but shall not exceed, one thousand and
five hundred feet in length along the vein or
lode; but no location of a mining-claim shall be
made until the discovery of the vein or lode
within the limits of the claim located. No claim
shall extend more than three hundred feet on
each side of the middle of the vein at the surface, nor shall any claim be limited by any mining regulation to less than twenty-five feet on
each side of the middle of the vein at the surface, except where adverse rights existing at
the passage of this act shall render such limitation necessary. The end-lines of each claim shall be parallel to each
other.
SEC. 3. That the locators of all mining locations heretofore made, or
which shall hereafter be made, on any mineral vein, lode, or ledge,
situated on the public domain, their heirs and assigns, where no adverse claim exists at the passage of this act, so long as they comply with
the laws of the United States, and with State, territorial, and local regulations not in conflict with said laws of the United States governing
their possessory title, shall have the exclusive right of possession and
enjoyment of all the surface included within the lines of their locations,
and of all veins, lodes, and ledges throughout their entire depth, the
top or apex of which lies inside of such surface-lines extended downward vertically, although such veins, lodes, or ledges may so far depart
from a perpendicular in their course downward as to extend outside
the vertical side-lines of said surface locations: Provided, That their
right of possession to such outside parts of said veins or ledges shall be
confined to such portions thereof as lie between vertical planes drawn
downward as aforesaid, through the endlines of their locations. so
continued in their own direction that such planes will intersect such
exterior parts of said veins or ledges: And provided further, That nothing in this section shall authorize the locator or possessor of a vein or
lode which extends in its downward course beyond the vertical lines of
his claim to enter upon the surface of a claim owned or possessed by

SEC. 5. That the miners of each mining district may make rules regulations not in conflict
with the laws of the United States, or with the
laws of the State or Territory in which the
district is situated, governing the location,
manner of recording, amount of work necessary to hold possession of a mining-claim, subject to the following requirements: The location must be distinctly marked on the ground
so that its boundaries can be readily traced. All
records of mining-claims hereafter made shall
contain the name or names of the locators, the
date of the location, and such a description of
the claim or claims located by reference to
some natural object or permanent monument
as will identify the claim. On each claim located
after the passage of this act, and until a patent
shall have been issued therefor, not less than
one hundred dollars’ worth of labor shall be
performed or improvements made during each
year. On all claims located prior to the passage
of this act, ten dollars’ worth of labor shall be
performed or improvements made each year
for each one hundred feet in length along the vein until a patent shall
have been issued therefore; but where such claims are held in common
such expenditure may be made upon any one claim, and upon a failure
to comply with these conditions, the claim or mine upon which such
failure occurred shall be open to relocation in the same manner as if no
location of the same had ever been made: Provided, That the original
locators, their heirs, assigns, or legal representatives, have not resumed
work upon the claim after such failure and before such location. Upon
the failure of any one of several co-owners to contribute his proportion
of the expenditures required by this act, the co-owners who have performed the labor or made the improvements may, at the expiration of
the year, give such delinquent co-owner personal notice in writing or
notice by publication in the newspaper published nearest the claim, for
at least once a week for ninety days, and if at the expiration of ninety
days after such notice in writing or by publication such delinquent
should fail or refuse to contribute his proportion to comply with this
act his interest in the claim shall become the property of his co-owners
who have made the required expenditures.
SEC. 6. That a patent for any land claimed and located for valuable
deposits may be obtained in the following manner: Any person, association, or corporation authorized to locate a claim under this act, having
claimed and located a piece of land for such purposes, who has or have
>>> Page 6
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The 1872 Mining Law, continued
>>> Page 5
complied with the terms of this act, may file in the proper land-office an
application for a patent, under oath, showing such compliance, together
with a plat and field-notes of the claim or claims in common, made by
or under the direction of the United States surveyor-general, showing
accurately the boundaries of the claim or claims, which shall be distinctly marked by monuments on the ground. and shall post a copy of such
plat, together with a notice of such application for a patent, in a conspicuous place on the land embraced in such plat previous to the filing
of the application for a patent, and shall file an affidavit of at least two
persons that such notice has been duly posted as aforesaid, and shall file
a copy of said notice in such land-office, and shall thereupon be entitled
to a patent for said land, in the manner following: The register of the
land-office, upon the filing of such application, plat, fieid-notes, notices,
and affidavits, shall publish a notice that such application has been made,
for the period of sixty days, in a newspaper to be by him designated as
published nearest to said claim; and he shall also post such notice in his
office for the same period. The claimant at the time of filing this application, or at any time thereafter, within the sixty days of publication, shall
file with the register a certificate of the United States surveyor-general
that five hundred dollars’ worth of labor has been expended or improvements made upon the claim by himself or grantors; that the plat is
correct, with such further description by such reference to natural
objects or permanent monuments as shall identify the claim, and furnish
an accurate description, to be incorporated in the patent. At the expiration of the sixty days of publication the claimant shall file his affidavit,
showing that the plat and notice have been posted in a conspicuous
place on the claim during said period of publication. If no adverse claim
shall have been filed with the register and the receiver of the proper
land-office at the expiration of the sixty days of publication, it shall be
assumed that the applicant is entitled to a patent, upon the payment to
the proper officer of five dollars per acre, and that no adverse claim
exists and thereafter no objection from third parties to the issuance of
a patent shall be heard, except it be shown that the applicant has failed
to comply with this act.
SEC. 7. That where an adverse claim shall be filed during the period of
publication, it shall be upon oath of the person or persons making the
same, and shall show the nature, boundaries, and extent of such adverse is claim, and all proceedings, except the publication of notice and
making and filing of the affidavit thereof, shall be stayed until the controversy shall have been settled or decided by a court of competent jurisdiction, or the adverse claim waived. It shall be the duty of the adverse
claimant, within thirty days after filing his claim, to commence proceedings in a court of competent jurisdiction, to determine the question of
the right of possession, and prosecute the same with reasonable diligence to final judgment; and a failure to do shall be a waiver of his adverse claim. After such judgment shall have been rendered, the party
entitled to the possession of the claim, or any portion thereof may,
without giving further notice, file a certified copy of the judgment-roll
with the register of the land-office, together with the certificate of the
surveyor-general that the requisite amount of labor has been expended,
or improvements made thereon, and the description required in other
cases, and shall pay to the receiver five dollars per acre for his claim,
together with the proper fees, whereupon the whole proceedings and
the judgment-roll shall be certified by the register to the commissioner
of the general land office, and a patent shall issue thereon for the claim,
or such portion thereof as the applicant shall appear, from the decision
of the court, to rightly possess. If it shall appear from the decision of
the court that several parties are entitled to separate, and different
portions of the claim, each party may pay for his portion of the claim,
THE
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with the proper fees, and file the certificate and description by the surveyor-general, whereupon the register shall certify the proceedings and
judgment-roll to the commissioner of the general land office, as in the
preceding case, and patents shall issue to the several parties according
to their respective rights. Proof of citizenship under this act, or the acts
of July twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and July ninth,
eighteen hundred and seventy, in the case of an individual, may consist
of his own affidavit thereof, and in case of an association of persons
unincorporated, of the affidavit of their authorized agent, made on his
own knowledge or upon information and belief, and in case of a corporation organized under the laws of the United States, or of any State or
Territory of the United States, by the filing of a certified copy of their
charter or certificate of incorporation; and nothing herein contained
shall be construed to prevent the alienation of the title conveyed by a
patent for a mining-claim to any person whatever.
SEC. 8. That the description of vein or lode claims, upon surveyed
lands, shall designate the location of the claim with reference to the
lines of the public surveys, but need not conform therewith; but where
a patent shall be issued as aforesaid for claims upon unsurveyed lands,
the surveyor-general, in extending the surveys, shall adjust the same to
the boundaries of such patented claim, according to the plat or description thereof; but so as in no case to interfere with or change the location of any such patented claim.
SEC. 9. That sections one, two, three, four, and six of an act entitled
“An act granting the right of way to ditch and canal owners over the
public lands, and for other purposes,” approved July twenty-sixth, eighteen-hundred and sixty-six, are hereby repealed, but such repeal shall
not affect existing rights. Applications for patents for mining-claims now
pending may be prosecuted to a final decision in the general land office;
but in such cases where adverse rights are not affected thereby, patents
may issue in pursuance of the provisions of this act; and all patents for
mining-claims heretofore issued under the act of July twenty-sixth,
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, shall convey all the rights and privileges
conferred by this act where no adverse rights exist at the time of the
passage of this act.
SEC. 10. That the act entitled “An act to amend an act granting the
right of way to ditch and canal owners over the public lands, and for
other purposes,” approved July ninth, eighteen hundred and seventy,
shall be and remain in full force, except as to the proceedings to obtain
a patent, which shall be similar to the proceedings prescribed by sections six and seven of this act for obtaining patents to vein or lode
claims; but where said placer-claims shall be upon surveyed lands, and
conform to legal subdivisions, no further survey or plat shall be required, and all placer mining-claims hereafter located shall conform as
near as practicable with the United States system of public land surveys
and the rectangular subdivisions of such surveys, and no such location
shall include more than twenty acres for each individual claimant, but
where such claims cannot be conformed to legal subdivisions, survey
and plat shall be made as on unsurveyed lands: Provided, That proceedings now pending may be prosecuted to their final determination under
existing laws; but the provisions of this act, when not in conflict
with existing laws, shall apply to such cases: And provided also, That
where by the segregation of mineral land in any legal subdivision a quantity of agricultural land less than forty acres remains, said fractional
portion of agricultural land may be entered by any party qualified by
law, for homestead or pre-emption purposes.
>>> Page 7
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Let’s talk PORTABLE!
Super Mini Max
Power sluice and Cleanup—all in one!!

Gold Prospectors of Colorado

Two electric pumps, green molded riﬄe mat interchanges with black
miracle mat for cleanup, two sizes of punch plates, fully adjustable legs
IN STOCK NOW – JUST $499

PO Box 1593
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80901
Phone: 719-651-7930
E-mail: membershipgpoc@gmail.com
Web: www.gpoc.club
Prospecting Colorado since 1974.
Visit us on the web!
http://www.gpoc.club

The Rock Doc
719.539.2019
therockdoc.net
Between Buena Vista & Salida
in beautiful central Colorado, near club claims

The 1872 Mining Law, continued
>>> Page 6
SEC. 11. That where the same person, association, or corporation is in possession of a placer-claim, and also a vein or lode included within the
boundaries thereof; application shall be made for a patent for the placer or lode claim, with the statement that it includes such vein or lode, and in
such case (subject to the provisions of this act and the act entitled “An act to amend an act granting the right of way to ditch and canal owners
over the public lands, and for other purposes,” approved July eighteen hundred and seventy) a patent shall issue for the placer-claim, including such
vein or lode, upon the payment of five dollars per acre for such vein or lode claim, and twenty-five feet of surface on each side thereof. The remainder of the placer-claim, or any placer-claim not embracing any vein or lode claim, shall be paid for at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per
acre, together with all costs of proceedings; and where a vein or lode, such as is described in the second section of this act, is known to exist within the boundaries of a placer-claim, all application for a patent for such placer-claim which does not include an application for the vein or lode claim
shall be construed as a conclusive declaration that the claimant of the placer-claim has no right of possession but where the existence of a vein or
lode in a placer-claim is not known, a patent for the placer-claim shall convey all valuable mineral and other deposits within the boundaries thereof.
SEC. 12. That the surveyor-general of the United States may appoint in each land district containing mineral lands as many competent surveyors
as shall apply for appointment to survey mining-claims. The expenses of the survey of vein or lode claims, and the survey and subdivision of placerclaims into smaller quantities than one hundred and sixty acres, together with the cost of publication of notices, shall be paid by the applicants, and
they shall be at liberty to obtain the same at the most reasonable rates, and they shall also be at liberty to employ any United States deputy surveyor to make the survey. The commissioner of the general land office shall also have power to establish the maximum charges for surveys and publication notices under this act; and in case of excessive charges for publication, he may designate any newspaper published in a land district where
mines are situated for the publication of mining-notices in such district, and fix the rates to be charged by such paper; and, to the end that the
commissioner may be fully informed on the subject, each applicant shall file with the register a sworn statement of all charges and fees paid by said
applicant for publication and surveys, Applicant to together with all fees and money paid the register and the receiver of the land-office, which
statement shall be transmitted, with the other papers in the case, to the commissioner of the general land office. The fees of the register and the
receiver shall be five dollars each for filing and acting upon each application for patent or adverse claim filed, and they shall be allowed the amount
fixed by law for reducing testimony to writing, when done in the land-office, such fees and allowances to be paid by the respective parties; and no
other fees shall be charged by them in such cases. Nothing in this act shall be construed to enlarge or affect the rights of either party in regard to
>>> Page 8
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The 1872 Mining Law, continued

SEC. 13. That all affidavits required to be
made under this act, or the act of which it is
amendatory, may be verified before any officer authorized to administer oaths within
the land-district where the claims may be
situated, and all testimony and proofs may be
taken before any such officer, and, when duly
certified by the officer taking the same, shall
have the same force and effect as if taken
before the register and receiver of the land-

office. In cases of contest as to the mineral or
agricultural character of land, the testimony
and proofs may be taken as herein provided
on personal notice of at least ten days to the
opposing party; or if said party cannot be
found, then by publication of at least once a
week for thirty days in a newspaper, to be
designated by the register of the land-office as
published nearest to the location of such land;
and the register shall require proof that such
notice has been given.

SEC. 14. That where two or more veins
intersect or cross each other, priority of title
shall govern, and such prior location shall be
entitled to all ore or mineral contained within
the space of intersection: Provided, however,
That the subsequent location shall have the
right of way through said space of intersection
for the purposes of the convenient working of
the said mine: And provided also, That where
two or more veins unite, the oldest or prior
location shall take the vein below the point of
union, including all the space of intersection.
SEC. 15. That where non-mineral land not
contiguous to the vein or lode is used or oc-

cupied by the proprietor of such vein or lode
for mining or milling purposes, such nonadjacent surface ground may be embraced and
included in an application for a patent for such
vein or lode, and the same may be patented
therewith, subject to the same preliminary
requirements as to survey and notice as are
applicable under this act to veins or lodes:
Provided, That no location hereafter made of
such non-adjacent land shall exceed five acres,
and payment for the same must be made at
the same rate as hed by this act for the superficies of the lode. The owner ot a quartz-mill
or reduction-works, not owning a mine in
connection therewith, may also receive a patent for his mill-site, as provided in this section.

SEC. 16. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed: Provided, That nothing contained in this act shall be
construed to impair, in any way, rights or
interests in mining property acquired under
existing laws.
APPROVED, May 10, 1872.
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any property in controversy at the time of
the passage of this act, or of the act entitled
“An act granting the right of way to ditch and
canal owners over the public lands, and for
other purposes,” approved July twenty-sixth,
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, nor shall this
act affect any right acquired under said act;
and nothing in this act shall be construed to
repeal, impair, or in any way affect the provisions of the act entitled “An act granting to A.
Sutro the right of way, and other privileges to
aid in the construction of a draining and exploring tunnel to the Comstock lode, in the
State of Nevada,” approved July twenty-fifth,
eighteen hundred and sixty-six.

